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One of Japan's most famous and prolific artists,Katsushika Hokusai
(1760-1849)embodied in his lifetime the essence of the Ukiyoe school
of art during its final century of development.

Hokusai first apprenticed with famed artist Katsukawa Shunsho,who
was best known for his prints of Kabuki actors. Fascinated by many
artistic styles,Hokusai later adopted techniques used by other Japanese
schools and by European painters.

Famed for his landscapes and historial subjects,Hokusai's works
gained great popularity in Europe,where his bold,yet detailed illustrations
influenced such 19th century European artists as Vincent Van Gogh and
Claude Monet.

His masterpieces include Fugaku Sanju-rokkei(The Thirty-six Views of
Mt.Fuiji).
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